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Der Sandmann

PREMIERE DATE 
September 2023 Gaudeamus Muziekweek 2023 

LIVE-PERFORMERS 
Andreas Mader - Saxophone 
Christos Papandreopoulos - Piano 
Fly Theatre (Robin Beer & Maxime Weinmann) -  Live Video Arts & direction

For the performance, three performers will be on stage.

DURATION 
60-75 minutes (no break)

COMPOSERS 
Gerald Resch 
Nuno Lobo 
Bianca Bongers 
Judit Varga

The Dutch-Luxembourg-based saxophone-piano ensemble Duo Mader/Papandreopoulos, British live-vid-
eo artist Robin Beer and four European composers collaborate to stage a musical rendition of E.T.A. Hoff-
mann’s well-known story.

Robin Beer, the visual artist, appears on stage next to the performers. With his unique mixture of live-
painting and computer-generated visuals, he creates images and sceneries on the spot and projects 
them onto the stage and performers. 

The composers create four 10-minute long pieces for saxophone and piano, each of which is based on a 
scene from Hoffmann’s story. Connected by visual-narrative passages, the story is rebuilt.

“Der Sandmann” is a lively interplay between chamber music, theatrical performance and literature.

E.T.A. Hoffmann’s story for saxophone, piano and live-video artist

About the project

“(...) mystical, dark, surreal (...) A must-see of the season (...)”
Luxemburger Wort about Der Sandmann

TRAILER Der Sandmann
Complete Recording Der Sandmann
Debut CD Lilith & Lulu (Website, Audio)

Links

duo.maderpapan@gmail.com 
www.duomaderpapan.com

Andreas Mader (DE, EN, NL) 
+352 691354089

Christos Papandreopoulos (EN, ESP, GR) 
+31 619339907

Contact

In co-production with

Supported by

https://youtu.be/-6LfEi2PwuY%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5zYngQF6tk
https://www.duomaderpapan.com/lilithandlulu-exclusiveaccess
mailto:duo.maderpapan%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://www.duomaderpapan.com


Visual Impressions

Photos by Eric Engel



Duo Mader/Papandreopoulos
 
Andreas Mader, Saxophone 
Christos Papandreopoulos, Piano
Duo Mader/Papandreopoulos, formed by classical saxophonist 
Andreas Mader and pianist Christos Papandreopoulos was 
recently described as “a top-duo that works out contemporary 
compositions in an atmospheric and interpretive way to the 
smallest nuances.” (Leeuwarder Courant/Dagblad van het 
Noorden) Following the release of their debut album Lilith & 
Lulu in Februrary 2019, the Duo received rave reviews not only 
from the Dutch but also Austrian and Luxembourgian press, 
as well as the Bavarian Radio (BR-Klassik). 

In 2018 Duo M/P was pronounced one of the winners of the 
Dutch Classical Talent Tour 2020/21, which will be postponed 
to 2021/22 due to the coronanirus pandemic.  Andreas and 
Christos distinguish themselves as performers by presenting 
concept programs and concerts with strong a narrative 
element.  

Robin Beer/Fly Theatre
 
Robin Beer is a graduate of London University and the 
London International School of Performing Arts (LISPA). As an 
actor and puppeteer he has worked with many established 
companies in the UK such as Complicite, Blind Summit and 
Theatre Rites. With Complicite he has performed in the operas 
Die Zauberflöte & A Dog’s Heart at Opéra National de Lyon, 
Teatro alla Scala, Festival d’Aix-en-Provence, English National 
Opera and five times at De Nederlandse Opera. 

He is now based in Athens and makes his own work with his 
wife, Katerina Damvoglou, under their company name Fly 
Theatre. 

Gerald Resch (Aut) 
Composer in Residence 2020 Davos Festival performanced by Klangforum Wien, Vienna Symphony  
Orchestra, Nieuw Ensemble a.o., winner Austrian State Stipend for Composition in 2003 and 2017, the 
Erste Bank Composition Prize in 2011 and the Hamburg Tonali Composition Prize in 2012 Website

Nuno Lobo (Pt)
Young Composer In Residence Casa Da Musica Porto, commissioned by Porto Symphonic Orchestra, 
Dutch National Opera, Remix Ensemble, Nieuw Ensemble and Gaudeamus Website

Bianca Bongers (Nl)
Festivals like Gaudeamus Muziekweek, November Music, Ultraschall Berlin, Kurt Weill Fest – Live broadcasts 
at NPO Radio 4, NTR Podium – Selected participant at i.a. Lucerne Festival Composer Seminar 2017, 
Internationales Musikinstitut Darmstadt 2018, International Ensemble Modern Academy 2019 – Composer 
KOCOA Festival 2019 Website 

Judit Varga (Hun/Aut)
Tonali19 composer prize 2019 a.o, commissioned by Hungarian State Opera, performed at Wien Modern, 
Cité de la musique Paris, Juilliard School of Music in New York, Elbphilharmonie Hamburg, collaboration 
with ensembles such as BBC Symphony Orchestra, Vienna Radio Symphony Orchestra, Ensemble 
Kontrapunkte, nominee of the Austrian Academy of Films in the category of “Best Soundtrack” Website 

http://www.geraldresch.at/
https://www.nunolobo.com/
https://biancabongers.nl/
https://juditvarga.com/


Technical Requirments
Provided by the venue: possibility to hang scrim over stage, grand piano, technicians for set-up

Lighting: optional, show can be adapted to the possibilities of the venue and is also possible without 
dedicated theatre lighting and with projections only

Set-up and rehearsal time: one day prior the performance for set-up and general rehearsal

Scrim, projector and other equipment will be provided by the artists, depending on the venue’s 
possibilities

The production is very flexible and can be adapted to a varied range of spaces.

DUO MADER/PAPANDREOPOULOS
“[…] Andreas Mader and Christos Papandreopoulos manage to turn these figures [Lilith & Lulu] to the 
world. Through the equivalence between saxophone and piano, the succession of soloistic parts and the 
juxtaposition of bright and dark colors, they become approachable, vivid and pictorial […] ”

BR-Klassik CD-Tip

“[...] Until then, Andreas Mader and Christos Papandreopoulos have created enough images and passed 
them via their instruments very effectively to their listeners – not to mention the sheer unbelievably 
differentiated tonal and sonic range, which especially saxophonist Andreas Mader produces on his 
instrument! […]”

Klassik-Heute.de recommendation

ROBIN BEER
“[...] Robin Beer, with minimal means - his hands, a laptop and some cardboard cut-outs - creates (with 
projection and live video) a multi-coloured, orgiastic visual universe.”

Ioanna Vlatsou, Nea Selida

“... Everything else is projected. Sometimes even live, when Robin Beer on the left side of the stage creates 
whirlpools of water, mountains and whole universes to the rhythm of the music with chalk.... “

Cult-Zeitung  about “Die Zauberflöte”  - Simon McBurney

References

https://player.fm/series/cd-tipp/duo-maderpapandreopoulos-lilith-lulu
https://neaselida.gr/politismos/i-frinta-zografizei-sto-sanidi/

